THE LATTER-DAY SAINTS’ 


MILLENNIAL STAR. 


“And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the 
books were opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of 
life: and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in 
the books, according to their works.”—Rgv. 20: 12. 


Ne. 17. Vel. LXIL Thursday, April 26, 1900, Price One Penny. 


GENERAL CONFERENCE. 


Tue Seventieth Annual Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints convened in the Tabernacle at 10 o'clock on Friday 
morning, April 6, under the most favorable auspices, President Lorenzo 
Snow presiding. The meeting was a very large one considering the fact 
that it was the first session of conference. 

Of the general authorities present there were, of the First Presidency, 
Lorenzo Snow, George Q. Cannon and Joseph F. Smith; of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles—Brigham Young, Francis M. Lyman, John Henry 
Smith, George Teasdale, Heber J. Grant, John W. Taylor, Marriner W. 
Merrill, Anthon H. Lund, Matthias F. Cowley, Abraham O. Woodruff and 
Rudger Clawson; Patriarch John Smith; of the First Seven Presidents of 
Seventies—Seymour B. Young, C. D. Fjeldsted, George Reynolds, Jonathan 
G. Kimball, Rulon S. Wells and Joseph W. McMurrin; of the Presiding 
Bishopric—William B. Preston, Robert T. Burton and John R. Winder. 

The choir and congregation sang the bymn which begins: 

Our God, we raise to Thee, 
Thanks for Thy blessings free. 
The opening prayer was offered by Elder John Nicholson. 
The choir and congregation sang the bymn commencing: 
Now let us rejoice in the day of salvation, 
No longer as strangers on earth need we roam. 
PRESIDENT LORENZO SNOW 
commenced his remarks by saying he desired to have a deep interest in 
the faith and prayers of the Latter-day Sainte as he and all other Elders 
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of the Church were entirely dependent upon the Spirit of the Lord for 
information to give unto the people to aid and assist them. He felt 
thankful for the blessings that had attended him in his endeavors to 
forward the interests of the Church, and that the Latter-day Saints had, 
to a certain extent, listened to the requirements of the Lord and observed 
them. Through His blessings the Church has moved along successfully 
for seventy years. Some mistakes have undoubtedly been made, through 
our lack of experience and because we did not learn to obey properly the 
instructions which were given us. Now that we have gained so much 
experience one would imagine that we would be able todo a great many 
things that we have not done in the past. But we discover that we are 
still not doing exactly what we feel we ought to do, and what the Lord 
requires us to do. We have not yet arrived at perfection and there are 
many things for us to do. 

The Lord has prospered and blessed us as a people. Weare sending 
nearly two thousand missionaries into the world. They are having good 
success, notwithstanding all the difficulties that have arisen to make 
trouble for the Latter-day Saints. This trouble has caused people to 
become interested in us; has given them a desire to know what Mor- 
monism” is and to understand the principles we teach, and they flock to 
the meetings of the Elders. This is what we desire and what we have had 
difficulty in accomplishing in the past. 

We are sending out various colonies here and there. We are sending 
families into Canada and are getting a large and successful colony there. 
We are now about to send a hundred families into Wyoming and some to 
other places. 

We, as a people, in the past have had trouble and have been persecuted 
and driven from our homes and many have lost thousands of dollars and 
have seen their loved ones lay down their lives because of these hardships. 
The people of the world look with astonishment at the willingness of the 
Latter-day Saints to suffer these things, and they wonder why it is. It is 
because we have received revelations from the Almighty and because He 
has given to us the Holy Ghost; the same as was promised in the days of 
the former Apostles. The Apostle Peter received his knowledge that 
Jesus was the Christ through the principle of revelation, and the Latter- 
day Saints received their knowledge that Joseph Smith was a Prophet of 
God in the same way, and it is because of this that they are willing to 
stand the trials and persecutions that they are called upon to pass through. 

ELDER BRIGHAM YOUNG, = 
of the quorum of the Twelve, was the next speaker. The remarks of 
President Snow reminded him of the history of the Latter-day Saints, 
and caused him to reflect hopefully upon the future. Those who oppose 
this work are in the hands of God, and we hope He will have mercy upon 
them. The Saints have been benefitted and not disheartened by opposi- 
tion and adversity. Our leaders have always said hopefully, “We are 
marching on to victory,” and such has been the case. If we are the 
people of God, we are sure to succeed. The cause of our success is that 
we are His people. The speaker could safely predict that this people 
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would press forward and every opposition would be set aside. It is not 
disloyalty to say this, because it is God that accomplishes the victory, 
not men. 

The speaker here read a portion of chapter nine of the Book of Alma, 
Book of Mormon. It expresses the ardent desire of the ancient Prophet 
to declare the word of the Lord to all the inhabitants of the earth, and 
states as a certainty that man will finally receive what he deserves, 
according to whether it be good or evil. 

Elder Young then commented upon the fact that the Church in this 
dispensation has attained the age of seventy years. If in their manhood, 
the Saints would exercise faith as they should, they would be blessed and 
prospered and the Lord would give peace and plenty even when pros- 
pects were discouraging from an ordinary sense. ln relation to the law 
of Tithing, he said, it was not money that gave success, it was a full 
hearted obedience to the commandments of God tnat accomplished it If 
it was but a mite that was given, the act of faithfulness would bring the 
blessing. It is the obedience that brings the divine blessing, not the 
amount of means paid. He continued for some time to dwell upon the 
necessity of compliance with the law of Tithing, to which the Lord had 
recently directed the special attention of the Saints, through the President 
of the Church. This movement is one of the preparatory conditions 
leading up to the return of the faithful to Zion, in Jackson County, Mis- 
souri. When the redemption of Zion shall be accomplished, the land 
will be prepared for the inauguration of that movement. The speaker 
declared that the scenes and circumstances of the future would be such as 
would require the exhibition of great faith. 

ELDER FRANCIS M. LYMAN, 
of the Quorum of the Twelve, addressed the conference. He said that 
whatever the servants of the Lord say under the influence of the Holy 
Spirit is Scripture. “This is the spirit and power which holds the Latter- 
day Saints together. A large majority of them are doing tolerably well.” 
Some of the minority would doubtless be found among the foolish: The 
speaker then referred to the parable of the ten virgins, that, by self- 
examination, the Saints might ascertain to which class they belong. He 
spoke of the reasons why the Saints should occupy such a singular posi- 
tion in relation to the rest of the people of the world, why they should be 
regarded with such strong disfavor as they are. It was not because this 
people interfered with or were exercised over the wickedness and misdeeds 
of other people. They attend to their own business, religiously and other- 
wise. Why, then, should they not be treated by others in the same con- 
sistent fashion? The Saints have not entered into combinations to favor 
wickedness in any form. They have not invited the wicked to unite with 
them. On the contrary, they have only invited such people to join their 
ranks as have repented and propose to make that repentance perpetual. 
They require that the older people who identify themselves with the 
Church shall become proportionately better. Now that great events are 
about to occur, our repentance should be continuous, that we may be 
prepared for approaching emergencies, which will lead up to the coming 
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of the Son of Man, which will occur suddenly. This preparatory process 
should never slacken. Our President has been seeking for some time of 
late, to impress the minds of this people in this direction, not only in 
relation to the Law of Tithing, but to their duties as a whole. Unless we 
do attend to these duties we will be found among the foolisb, without oil 
in our lamps. We must be honest to our God and to our brethren. We 
must meet all our obligations to our God and our brethren so that we 
may be in possession of the Spirit of God, for without this Spirit we will 
be unhappy, and have more or less doubt and misgiving in our hearts. 
There is no salvation in professions, unless we live up to them and keep 
the commandments of the Lord. 
The choir sang the anthem: 


Jesus, I my cross have taken.” 
Benediction by Elder Seymour B. Young. 


AFTERNOON SESSION. 
The choir and congregation sang the hymn which begins: 


We thank Thee, 0 God, for a Prophet 
To guide us in these latter days. 


Opening prayer by Elder George Reynolds. 
The choir sang the hymn which begins: 


High on the mountain top 
A banner is unfurled. 


President George Q. Cannon addressed the Conference. The following 
brief epitome gives but an inadequate idea of his discourse: 

He felt impressed with the importance of saying something that would 
deeply impress those who were present. Each Conference is more important 
than the preceding one. There is no community more interested in events 
occurring in the world, than are the Latter-day Saints. These include 
wars and commotions and elemental disturbances. They all have a bear- 
ing upon the work of the Lord. This is because we are looking forward 
for just such occurrences. The Saints had a definite purpose in com- 
ing to these mountains. So far there has been no cause for disappoint- 
ment. They see, if true to their religion, ample justification—in the bless- 
ings they have received. This will be more evident in the future. The 
prophecies concerning Zion will be fulfilled. We and our children will 
see their verification. The gathering of the Saints is one of the phenom- 
enal movements of the inhabitants of the earth. They have come from 
every pation. 

The speaker then spoke of the importance of the people venerating the 
Priesthood. He expressed the feelings of reverence he himself felt for the 
Prophet Joseph Smith and for President Brigham Young. He had similar 
sentiments toward Presidents Taylor and Woodruff. These were men who 
loved God supremely and were at any time ready to lay down their lives 
for the truth. They were as perfect men as he ever knew. Now we have 
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President Lorenzo Snow, whom God has chosen to be the President of His 
Church. He was fore-known of God and selected to hold the keys of His 
kingdom. Do we understand that he stands in the stead of Jesus Christ, 
being His representative? Some of the Elders, judging by their conduct, do 
not. Some men seem to think that their way is better than any other way. 
As sure as God lives there must come a change in this respect. I want to 
warn you of the danger you are in, and of the spirit that is being exhibited. 
God has chosen the President to stand where he is, because He knew him. 
What can we do better than to show respect to God by seeking the counsel 
of His Prophet? Upon the shoulders of the latter rests the responsibility 
of directing the affairs of the kingdom of God. In this way has the 
Church of Christ been established in settlements in this land. Shall we 
say that we will be guided by bim in matters of doctrine, and evade his 
advice on other subjects? All men and women can do as they please. 
Yes. But individuals can exercise their agency in doing as God wishes 
them todo. We should reverence and obey the Priesthood and teach our 
children to do the same. 
ELDER JOHN HENRY SMITH, 

of the Quorum of the Twelve, was the next speaker. He referred to the 
age of the work of the Lord in this dispensation, and said that there is 
no such word as fail in regard to it. Men may fail and may disregard 
the requirements of the Lord and fall away from the Church, but there 
will be found sufficient to meet the needs and discharge the obligations 
that the Master has imposed upon us. The promise made that no weapon 
used against this work should succeed and that those who oppose it should 
be condemned, will be fulfilled. 

The speaker referred to the lack of care of our own households. We 
have to some extent neglected among the most sacred obligations in the 
world, the ones our Father has required that we should guard and 
preserve. The duties of many of our public men call them from their 
homes to the neglect of their own. Our duties should be so arranged 
that we can give our own families a great portion of our time, so that 
our wives and children will be in touch with our purpose and that we 
may know what they are doing, and keep them under proper control. 
The lack of reverence to the Priesthood is due, to a great extent, to the 
fact that our boys and girls get beyond our control, and that we are 
deficient in the tact necessary to bring them back. There seems to be a 
spirit in the world that it is not proper to listen to counsel of wise and 
prudent men, and many will awaken to the understanding that they have 
been deceiving themselves. We should keep the spirit of love burning in 
our househelds and keep our wives and children in atune to the duties 
which they owe to their God and their country. 

Our children need the constant care and guidance of their fathers and 
mothers to guard them against the pit-falls and sins that are in our midst. 

ELDER GEORGE TEASDALE 
of the Quorum of the Twelve, was the next speaker. He was still talking 
when the News report closed.— Deseret News. 
[TO BE CONTINUED. } 
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NOTTINGHAM CONFERENCE. 


Tue Nottingham Conference of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints convened in the Central Hall, Shakespeare Street, Nottingham, 
commencing at 10:30 a.m. 

There were in attendance: President Platte D. Lyman and Counselor 
H. W. Naisbitt of the European Mission; Elders Wm. H. Beazer, C. R. 
Pugh and Nathan Clark of the Birmingham Conference; Elder Malcolm 
Butler of the Sheffield Conference; Elder James Laird of the Leeds 
Conference; and President Geo. Ruff and the Traveling Elders, also a 
goodly number of Saints, of the Nottingham Conference. 

The meeting was called to order by President George Ruff who, after 

devotional exercises, made opening remarks, and presented the general 
and local authorities of the Church. All were sustained by unanimous 
vote. 
Eider D. W. Parratt then conducted a review of the congregated Sunday 
Schools of the Conference. This feature was introduced for the purpose 
of encouraging the Sunday Schoo! cause and indicating the work that 
had been accomplished since the last Conference. 

A quartette was then rendered. 

The following statistical report for the past six months was read: Mis- 
sionaries from Zion—Seventies, 25. Local Priesthood—Elders, 21; Priests, 
14; Teachers, 13; Deacons, 24; members, 346; total, exclusive of mission- 
aries from Zion, 418. Tracts distributed—from door to door, 45,409; in 
open air meetings and otherwise, 1,320. Books distributed—sold, 8; 
loaned, 239; given away, 66. Strangers’ houses visited—with first tract 
only, 13,598; by first invitation, 231; by re-invitation, 440. Gospel con- 
versations, 1,866. Meetings held—hall, 241; cottage, 186; out-door, 11; 
Sunday school sessions, 125; M. I. A., 74; Bible classes, 109; Priesthood 
meetings, 20; Relief Society meetings held, 12. Baptisms, 9; confirma- 
tions, 9; ordinations, 7; children blessed—of church members, 6; of non- 
members, 6. Emigrated over eight years of age, 2. Died—over eight 
years of age, 1; under eight years of age, I. New Subscribers for Star, 4. 

Presidents Lyman and Naisbitt then spoke for a short time on the 
magnitude of the Sunday school work in the Church and its good results. 

Sister Gates from Utah was the first speaker in the afternoon. 

President Lyman during the remaining part of the service unfolded to 
an appreciative audience the precious truths of the Gospel. 

An anthem was rendered by the Nottingham choir. 

At night the ball was well filled with Saints and strangers. 

The Spirit of the Lord pervaded the whole and was particularly mani- 
fest iu the remarks of President Naisbitt who occupied the time. He 
dwelt upon the characteristics of religious sentiment and its history. 
His argument in favor of, and his testimony to the apostasy and restora- 
tion were irresistible. 

The pleasant weather, the large congregations, the demonstration of the 
Spirit, and the powerful testimonies borne combined to make the day a 
memorable one to the Saints of the Nottingham Conference. 
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A concert was held in the mission room on Saturday night. A large 
number attended and a good program was rendered. 
The Priesthood meeting held on Monday morning was a success in 
every respect. 
S. A. Greenwoop, Clerk of Conference. 


A SPIDER AND A TUNING-FORK.—A contemporary tells how a gentleman 
was recently watching some spiders, when it occurred to him to try what 
effect the sound of a tuning-fork would have upon them. He suspected 
that they would take it for the buzzing of a fly. He selected a large, ugly 
spider, that had been feasting on flies for two months. The spider was at 
one edge of its web. Sounding the fork, the man touched a thread at 
the other side, and watched the result. Mr.Spider had the buzzing sound 
conveyed to him over his telephone wires, but how was he to know on 
which particular wire it was traveling? He ran to the centre of the web 


very quickly, and felt all round until he touched the thread against the . 


other end of which the fork was sounding; then, taking another thread 
along, just as a man would take an extra piece of rope, he ran out to the 
fork and sprang upon it. Then he retreated a little way, and looked at 
the fork. He was puzzled. He had expected to finda buzzing fly. Then, 
strange to say, he got on the fork again, and danced with delight. Evi- 
dently the sound was music to him. 


Lizarps THAT Grow New Eves.—The tuatara lizard of New Zealand 
is said to be one of the most ancient forms of animal life now existing. It 
originally possessed four eyes, but now has to be contented with but two. 

It lays eggs, and these take no less than thirteen months to hatch out, 
the embryos passing the winter in a state of hibernation. These remark- 
able animals are found only in one or two places in the colony, and they 
are rapidly becoming scarce, as collectors from every part of the world 
are continually on their track. They are about 18 inches in length, and, 
like many of the lizards, are said to have the characteristic of being able 
to replace portions of their limbs, &c., which have been destroyed. One 
owned by Mr. Carl Hanser, of Awanui, had the misfortune to lose an eye 
some time ago, and now a complete new eye, as perfect as the undamaged 
one, has grown in place of that lost. hile the eye was developing 
the lizard seemed to be no more inconvenienced than a human being is in 
the growing of finger nails or hair 
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THE Secretary of State for India has received the following telegram from 
the Viceroy regarding the scarcity in India:—‘ Winter rains still bold off. 
Situation unaltered. Number of persons in receipt of relief: Bombay, 
682,000; Punjab, 124.000; Central Provinces, 1,374,000; Berar, 235 000; 
Ajmere Merwara, 107,000; Rajputana States, 199,000; Central India 
States, 53,000; Bombay Native States, 336,000; Baroda, 63,000; North- 
Western Provinces, 4,000; Junjab Native States, 1,000; total, 3,178,000.” 
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THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 1900. 


THE WORD OF WISDOM. 


In the year 1833, on the 27th of February, the Lord gave a revelation 
through the Latter-day Prophet for the temporal welfare and incidentally 
for the spiritual advancement of His people. In this revelation known 
as the “Word of Wisdom,” the use of strong drink, tobacco, hot drinks 
and the excessive use of the flesh of animals is condemned, and great 
promises of health and vigor of body, besides wisdom and great treasures 
of knowledge, are made to those who will walk in obedience to its injunc- 
tions. In the last paragraph it reads as follows: And I, the Lord, give 
unto them a promise, that the destroying angels shall pass by them, as 
the children of Israel, and not slay them.” Now, this is a comforting 
promise to those who have faith in the Prophet of the Latter Days. 

All will remember how the destroying angel passed by the children of 
Israel in the land of Egypt when they marked the doorposts with the 
blood of a lamb, but destroyed the first-born of every household who 
neglected that apparently simple matter. Now, it was not the mere act 
of sprinkling the doorposts that saved the people, but the Lord made 
manifest His power as a result of the faith of that people exhibited by 
that act of obedience. No doubt many in that day looked upon that 
promise as foolishness, and the result was sorrow and mourning through- 
out all the land. | 

The prophets, both ancient and modern, and even the Savior Himself, 
predicted that in the last days prior to the second coming of the Lord 
there should be pestilence and famine, war and bloodshed and great distress 
throughout the earth; but whenever He has designed judgments upon 
the wicked, He has warned the people and provided a means of escape 
for those who had sufficient faith in His word to follow the divine direc- 
tion. In this “Word of Wisdom” is provided a way to escape many of 
the ills that afflict the human family, but as it was in former times, people 
think those things beneath their notice, and many who profess to believe 
in the divine mission of the Prophet of the Latter Days haven’t sufficient 
faith to carry out and obtain the benefit of this preventive of disease and 
death, although it differs from the painting of the door-posts in the fact 
that any one who will take the pains to study the effects on the system of 
those forbidden articles, may readily understand how they are detrimental 
to the health of both mind and body. 

At the time when that revelation was given few people understood that 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENMIAL STAR. 265 


those things were detrimental to health, but gradually, as the science of 
health advances, physicians are condemning, not only spirituous liquors 
and tobacco, but also tea and coffee, thus proving that it is based on 
natural laws as well as being the revealed word of the Lord. 

History has repeatedly proved that where diseases have become epidemic 
the mortality among those of intemperate habits has been fearful, while 
they who lived temperate lives were comparatively immune. In the 
United States at the time of the war with Spain, many volunteers were 
rejected as unfit for service on account of heart troubles, the result of 
cigarette smoking, and in many parts the sale of cigarettes to minors is 
strictly forbidden by law. It needs no illustration to prove the evil effects 
of the use of intoxicants, for they are staring one in the face on every 
hand, as this is the crying sin of the modern nations of Christendom 
to-day. It is not alone the effects of the liquor upon the mind and body 
of the user, but it stimulates all the baser passions and leads to murder, 
suicide, robbery, sexual impurity, poverty and nearly all the evils that 
are sapping the very life blood of modern society from royalty to the 
beggar on the streets. 

The destroying angel is abroad in the earth, the results of his work is 
manifest in war, pestilence, famine, floods and disasters on sea and land, 
and these plagues are destined to increase in severity in fulfillment of the 
predictions of the prophets both ancient and modern. That all people 
may be left without excuse, the Lord has sent His messengers to warn the 
nations to repent and to forsake the evils of Babylon that they may 
“receive not of her plagues.” “The prudent man foreseeth the evil, and 
hideth himself; but the simple pass on, and are punished.” 

A. W. 


Ir was with great surprise and regret that we read of the death of Mrs. 
Susannah Neslen Spencer at her home in the 20th Ward, Salt Lake City. 
The deceased was our near neighbor of late years, always kind, genial, and, 
when sick, cheerful and hopeful. The Ves thus speaks of her and every 
word can be endorsed by those who knew her: 


“There was much sorrow among many of our people at the news of the 
death of ‘Aunt Susannah Neslen Spencer,’ who expired on March 26 in 
her seventieth year. The departed lady was one of the best among the 
many noble women of this community. Her life was beautiful, a practical 
illustration of all that is charming and exalting in humanity. Her ex- 
ample in every sphere of womanhood was beneficial in the highest sense. 
As a wife, a mother, a sweet ministering spirit, a kind neighbor and 
friend, she was preeminent. Her virtues and her influence distinguished 
her in the social sphere and she will ever be remembered as one of the 
most notable and lovable of her sex. Her demise is greatly regretted by 
all, and the News deeply condoles with the family that has thus been so 
sadly bereaved.” 

In our meanderiugs at Lowestof: and near by the other day, we fondly 


anticipated telling her, on our return, of that trip; tis not to be, bat we 
numbered her among our friends, and knew her as a good daughter, a 
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faithful wife, a loving mother, a desirable neighbor, and a good Latter- 
day Saint. May peace come to her friends and consolation to the mother- 
less Judith is our ardent prayer, and while we shall miss her we shall 
surely meet again. N. 


WE have on hand at this office a good supply of the bookleta, Mor- 
mons and Mormonism,” by Charles Ellis, at 24d with postage added, 
also “Lectures on the Book of Mormon,” by Dr. J. E. Talmage, at the 
same price. 

We also have a supply of “Reports of General Conference,” Salt Lake 
City, October 6, 1899, for free distribution, on application and payment of 
postage. Besides the above we have a general stock of books from Salt 
Lake City. 


We learn by the Deseret News that Elder Reed Smoot of Provo, son of 
the late President A. O. Smoot, has been selected to fill the vacancy in 
the quorum of Apostles occasioned by the death of President Franklin D. 
Richards. The Elders and Saints in the European Mission, no doubt, 
will be as unanimous in sustaining the appointment as were those who 
assembled in General Conference at Salt Lake City. 


CLERKS of Conferences would confer a favor by sending in reports of 
their conferences for publication as soon as possible after the close. 


ARRTVALS.— The following named missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool per American line s.s. Pennland, April 22, 1900: For the 
British Mission—Geo. Davis, Three Mile Creek; Oscar C. White, Giles; 
Irving C. Emmett, Ogden. For the Scandinavian Mission—Olof I. Peder- 
sen, Logan; John Christensen, Preston, Idabo; Nils Lofgreen and Joseph 
Felt, Huntsville; James P. Johnson, Parley Petersen and Lars Peter Neil- 
son, Ovid, Idaho; Hannibal L. Christensen, Riverton; Jarvis D. Jensen, 
Chesterfield, Idaho; Joseph H. Halvorsen and Albin Christenson, Salt 
Lake City. For the Turkish Mission—Albert Herman, Montpelier, Idaho. 
Elder Herman has been called to preside over the Turkish Mission. 

On the arrival of the company of missionaries Elder Hannibal L. Chris- 
tensen was suffering severely from a complication of ailments. He had 
been afflicted nearly all the way, and, after obtaining medical advice, it 
was deemed best that he be taken tothe Royal Infirmary, where he is 
getting the best of care and medical treatment. 


APPOINTMENTS.—The missionaries for Great Britain that arrived on the 
22nd inst., have been appointed to labor in the conferences as follows: 

Oscar T. White and George Davis, Liverpool; Irving C. Emmett, Bristol. 

Elder Thomas H. Maxwell has been transferred from the London to the 
Leeds Conference. 


INFORMATION WANTED.—Anyone knowing the whereabouts of Daniel 
Lindley, who left England for Utah many years ago, and worked as a 


it 
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mason on the Salt Lake Temple, would confer a favor by writing to Elder 
L. J. Haddock, 47 Clara Street, Merthyr, Wales. 


MANCHESTER CONFERENCE Norice.—The Latter-day Sainte will hold 
their Semi-Annual Conference on Sunday, May 6, 1900, in the Unity 
Hall, King Street, Oldham. Services commence at 10:30 a.m., and 2:30 
and 6:30 p.m. All are cordially invited. Seats free. 


A CHARACTERISTIC OLD FOLKS’ PARTY. 


THE last meeting I attended in Utah was an “Old Folks’ Party,” given 
by the authorities of the 20th Ward, Salt Lake City, March 21, 1900. The 
invitation was to every person in the Ward over 50 years of age irrespec- 
tive of religious belief, politics, color or former condition of servitude. I 
was only a visitor, but that made no difference. The Ward weeting-house 
was pretty well filled, and the services opened promptly at 2 p.m. Elder 
C. R. Savage presiding. Being a stranger I cannot give names, but a very 
nice young lady took her place at the organ, and the choir sang: 

“We thank the O God for a Prophet 
To guide us in these latter days,” etc. 

After prayer, thirty minutes was allowed for hand-shaking, then every- 
body went to see every other body to shake hands and renew old acquaint- 
ances. There was a lively time for thirty minutes. I noticed our vener- 
able sisters Zina D. Young and Bathsheba W. Smith surrounded by old 
friends. After the hand-shaking time was over the regular programme 
commenced. It consisted of songs, dialogues, recitations and comic 
speeches, all selected and appropriate for the occasion, something funny 
to make the old people laugh. About 4 o'clock, the invitation came to 
adjourn to the dining-room. 

The tables were set in the back part of the same building to accommo- 
date about 250 persons. The sisters of the Relief Society had prepared 
the dinner, and were present in force and white aprons, to wait upon the 
aged, the halt, the lame and the blind. My native modesty made me 
hesitate, till someone caught me by the shoulder and pushed me into the 
dining room. The tables were loaded with good things, boiled ham sliced, 
roast mutton, boiled beef, salads, pickles, bread, cakes, pies, and a warm 
cup of cocoa. There were apples, oranges, bananas and candies for desert. 
The waiters seeing to it, that no one was néglected, Bishop Romney and 
his counselors going from one table to another giving every one a welcome 
smile and a word of cheer. There was a second table set, but I had done 
so well at the first that I was prepared to withdraw. After dinner the 
assembly was again called to order, and the President announced that the 
programme was not half through yet. Three brethren over 70 were to 
sing, three ladies were appointed judges, and the best singer was to 
have a dollar. Brother Jackson won the dollar, but the other two did so 
well they got 50 cents each. Three Sisters over 70 were to sing, and each 
got a new dress pattern. There was a new bonnet for the lady present 
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who had worn her bonnet the longest. One lady had worn her’s 7 years, 
and got the prize. There was a nice rocking chair for the oldest lady 
present, and a cane for the oldest gentleman. Thus the hearts of the old 
people were made to rejoice although getting old and gray they were 
neither neglected nor forgotten. I asked myself where on earth is there 
another people that is so mindful and kind to aged and infirm as the 
Latter-day Saints are. 

1 saw before me Brother C. R. Savage, one of the first, if not the very 
first, who originated the idea of a yearly outing for the Old Folks,” a 
more broad-minded, liberal hearted, philanthropic man does not breathe 
the breath of life. The custom at first was confined to one general outing 
per year, starting from Salt Lake City, and going north or south, as the 
case might be, gathering up the old folks as the train passed the different 
settlements on its way, to a designated point previously agreed upon, in 
time for dinner. Street cars, carriages and wagons were pressed into 
service to convey the people to the designated spot, but it was found that 
that way was not big enough to reach everybody even those over 70 years 
of age; so now each Ward is expected to look after its own old people, 
widows and orphans, lame, halt, blind, those who are poor, and the wives 
of missionaries, to give them an outing or an entertainment twice a year, 
one in the winter and one in the summer. 

The General Board, located in Salt Lake City, has sub-committees at 
the Stakes who are in touch with the Bishops of Wards and their coun- 
selors; and all excursions or entertainments are under their immediate 
advice and direction. Where it is deemed wise two or more Wards may 
go together, and in this way no one is forgotten or neglected. 

J. O. F. 


AMONG THE CONFERENCES. 


District Meetings had been announced for April 1 at Northampton 
and Cardiff, President Lyman selected the former and the writer was 
sent to the latter; nearly simultaneously we left Liverpool, and very good 
meetings were held in Northampton which is now quite a promising field 
covered by the Birmingham president. Sunday school in Cardiff, followed 
by afternoon and evening meeting, gave the Elders and Saints a needed 
change which was highly appreciated. 

On Monday we visited the colossal steel works and saw the roaring cupolas 
pour out their stream into ingots, which while aglow passed on to the 
rollers and were there transformed into bars and plates for home aad 
foreign use. In open sheds the men of toil goon in eight hour shifts, 
Sunday and work-day, winter and summer, night and day, amid the roar 
of furnaces and innumerable sparks of fire, while giant chimneys pour 
forth their tongues of flame or smoke into the clouded heavens. 

A very interesting incident occurred at Cardiff; after meeting, a lady 
introduced herself by saying that a year ago she heard the writer, then 
in that town, say that, “ When Elders visited the homes of strangers with 
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tracts it was not in good taste to close the door in their faces, but rather 
to invite them in ‘for in entertaining strangers’ possibly they might 
‘entertain an angel unawares,’” this simple word touched her heart, and 
when later the next Elder called she invited him in, and after considerable 
inquiry received the Gospel, was baptized, and now had that happifying 
testimony convincing her of the truth of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Inquiry was also made as to two of her dear ones who had died in infancy, 
replying to which the assurance was given that “they were not lost,” for 
“their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is in heaven,” 
and it may yet be found that in the order of God, hosts of faltering, 
sorrowing women—mothers, may find they have a representative in the 
celestial kingdom, who will be to them and theirs as Saviors in the great 
day of the Lord, for “Are they not all ministering spirite sent forth to 
minister unto them who shall be heirsof salvation”? The interview ended 
in silence and tears. ° 

President Frisby from Bristol came over for consultation, and on the 
following day we journeyed to Newport where District Meetings had heen 
announced for 2:30 and 6:30 in the regular rooms; visitors were present 
from a wide area and surely some good was done. 

The brethren located in this new field, with pardonable enthusiasm 
and exceeding liberality of soul, had engaged for a lecture the finest hell 
we have yet spoken in; the two galleries were unopened but the auditorium 
had a fair showing of strangers as well as Saints, and some later controv- 
ersy ensued in the local papers. 

On Wednesday we passed under the Severn Tunnel, some seven miles 
long, to Bristol, leaving behind with great regret our warm-hearted brethren 
and sisters and President Wale of the Welsh Conference. Meeting had been 
appointed in Bristol for Wednesday where we had a delightful time; next 
morning, Thursday, the 5th, for Birmingham, where we found the brethren 
all well in the regretted absence of President Ash, but a fine meeting was 
had and a good night’s rest. We visited Elders Daines and Jenkins with 
their wives and children, where we spent a very pleasant evening, with 
many a thought and expression as to things in our far off mountain home. 

Next morning en route for the first Conference of the season at Norwich 
we were joyfully saluted by President Lyman, who, on a train from Liver- 
pool, was en route also. It being impossible to secure another hall in 
Norwich, the old one was filled to overflowing; three meetings, Priesthood 
meeting, and the almost universal concomitant of Conference—the Tea, 
so-called, and entertainment were carried out, and was a time of rejoicing. 

President Lyman, to the general regret, returned to Liverpool in order 
to meet the company of missionaries who arrived on the 12th inst., while 
we in Norwich had several very interesting experiences. With some half 
dozen of the brethren we walked across the fields to a little village 
(Oulton) where a good faithful sister aged 92, for fifty years a member of 
the Church, by name of Farman, had departed this life. The brethren 
held services at the home, where remarks were made by Elders Wyatt 
and Naisbitt, then the line of march was taken up to a quaint village 
church some two miles away, the brethren walking, and from thence back 
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to Lowestoft. It was quite a picture to see the clergyman who had 
hurried across the fields from his manse at the ringing of the bell; as he 
came up the gravelled path to the gate (where the body was resting on 
the bier) in his white robe, bare headed, he stood in the archway the per- 
sonification of priestly dignity, as he read, “I am the resurrection and the 
life,” turning on his heel his blue lined hood swung out and his white 
cassock had a certain element of beauty as of pride, a brief service and 
all was over. The old lady sleeps beside her husband who died ten years 
ago, and some one ought to do their work, as also the work for many a 
faithful man and woman who gave their all for the Gospel’s sake. The 
sympathetic visit of the Elders will not sasily be erased from “the simple 
annals of the poor,” or the memory of a few. 

In Lowestoft we had the pleasure of visiting Editor Stebbins, of the 
Lowestoft Journal, who was full of reminiscences of many of the early 
Saints, he kindly pointed out the old Neslin residence (now transferred 
except as to the carpenter shop), and the chapel erected by our worthy 
neighbor of many years ago; it is still used but rented, and, like many 
places belonging to history, is more interesting from association than 
from any outer glory, good though it might have been. 

We were mentally taking note of all that we saw around, and we visited 
“The Broads” as the stream wound its way into the rural parts of Norfolk, 
intending to have a good talk on our return with a faithful neighbor and 
a good woman and Saint, Sister Susannah Neslen Spencer, but arriving in 
Norwich we found in the Vews the record of her unexpected death. 

An unexpected invitation to the beautiful residence and hospitality of 
Dr. Samuel Matthews was waiting for us, and sixteen missionaries includ- 
ing Sister Parrish had an evening of solid enjoyment only far too short; 
there we had the pleasure of meeting Mr. Lemon an associate, and also 
a nephew of the genial doctor whose name we failed to memorize; here 
our views by Elder Savage were subjects for criticism as to their beauty, 
and conversation as to our well loved Utah and its surroundings and 
aspects almost ad infiinitum. The Doctor who is a member of the Norwich 
City Council and Mr. Lemon who is at the Board of Guardians were pres- 
ent at the Sunday’s services and at the entertainment also. Our warmest 
thanks are hereby extended. 

The renovated Abbey was visited foran hour. Some thirty-five thou- 
sand pounds has been spent upon its restoration, but with it all other 
Churches of the same type and age are falling into decay, their congrega- 
tions have not the aggressive power of later faith, and Norwich, this won- 
derful “City of Churches,” will soon see a modern Catholic Cathedral revive 
the ancient glories of the Mother Church, for the Duke of Norfolk allows a 
heavy amount each year for a continuance of the present work, but it 
will be long, very long, before monks and friars will build the cloisters 
and move in countless multitude beneath the soaring arches and up the 
stony stairways as they did of old. 

Another very interesting visit was to a chapel built several years ago 
by a convert, it is quite a roomy place and had originally two houses 


attached, but they slipped away from neglect in paying taxes, as is 
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thought. The premises are now utilized for a children’s school, which 
we had both permission and pleasure in visiting; these children with an 
astonishing sameness as to size, but an equally wonderful diversity of 
expression, were put through their usual drill of marching, singing, etc., 
by a very devoted, clever and magnetic teacher, Miss Durrance, and a 
dozen assistants. Our party was very much interested and a fitting 
climax was reached, when we found some trouble had been taken to 
bring from its obscurity the marble tablet erected by Maa, the daughter 
of James Winfield, to the memory of her father who built the Chapel; 
after giving the age of birth and death there was a couple of verses which 
we now regret that we failed to transcribe; if memory is correct we were 
indebted for this privilege to the courtesy of our friend Mr. Lemon or the 
Doctor himself. A brief visit to the home and family of the late Mrs. 
Holmsworth gave us a rest and shelter from a drifting rain. 

Under the quiet rooftree and hospitality of Mr. and Mrs. Copsey at 
Norwich, we felt entirely the welcome of home, President Lyman having 
returned to Liverpool, the remaining one enjoyed longer those unwistak- 
able tokens of friendship which “shall in no wise lose their reward.” 
Charley is on the threshold of manhood and inherits fairly a decided 
religious drift, but is at present waiting the lead of coming inspiration; 
Mr. Machin and wife, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. C., are very friendly 
too, we had a brief call with them after an attendance on a public 
meeting of the Y. M. C. A,, the merits of which was canvassed, and 
declared suitable and beneficial to those whom it suited, but altogether 
unfitted for the youth of Utah or the untrammelled aspirations of the 
Saints; for unstinted courtesies these friends have our warmest thoughts 
and memories, and our continuous prayers. — 

The Conference in London on the 15th was a grand one, several Elders 
had come from outside on the Easter trips, so that 36 Penton Street was 
crowded for the morning as it was even for the Priesthood meeting, and 
still more for the entertainment. Sunday afternoon meeting was held in 
the small hall at Clerkenwell, evening meeting in the large Hall, the most 
beautiful one in which we have assembled; the Saints were feeling well, 
the Elders were enthusiastic, but when all was past President Hindley felt 
as if the pyramids had been taken from his shoulders. Elder Berry led the 
singing in grand style. The telling point of the services was in the 
evening when Sister Inez Knight, raised in Utah, gave her very emphatic 
testimony, and President Lyman by a happy inspiration called a visiting 
lady, Sister Agnes Rose Lane, from Brooklyn, U.S., who in tones of startling 
power bore her testimony to the Gospel, the contrast and yet the solemn 
unity of the speakers, the home raised and the convert, was that President 
Lyman was enabled to demonstrate by this remarkable object lesson the 
truth of that “form of sound words” which it was the intent of that 
Conference to impress upon mankind. We had the pleasure of some very 
grateful visits while in London; in one with Mrs. Ollis and friends, a solid 
dozen, we had a delightful evening’s varied inquiry betraying deep inter- 
est, and some day we hope to see the desired results; also visited where the 
spirit was less receptive but pleasant as an introductory. 
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